IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Edward R. Howorka et al. 

Confirmation No.: 4196 

Application No.: 10/781,703 

Filed: February 20, 2004 Art Unit: 3624 

For: VOCALISATION OF TRADING DATA IN Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 
TRADING SYSTEMS 



PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.102(d) 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Submitted herewith is a Petition to Make Special the above -identified patent 
application. 

Should it be determined that all claims presented are not directed to a single 
invention, the undersigned, acting for the Applicants, will make an election without traverse, 
following telephone restriction practice. 

88/84/2086 JADD01 80380114 10781703 

01 FCsl464 130.00 OP 



DOCSNY-207653v01 



Application No.: 10/781,703 Docket No.: E3331.0629/P629 

In support of this Petition, applicants submit the following: 



1 . Information Disclosure Statements listing each of the references cited herein 
have already been filed in this application, along with one copy each (as required) of the 
references most closely related to the subject matter encompassed by the claims. Copies of the 
references are also being submitted herewith for the convenience of the Office. 

2. A search was performed in the counterpart International application 
PCT/US04/04795 by the ISA/US PCT International Search Authority among the 
references classified in at least U.S. Class 705, subclass 37, according to the PCT Search 
Report . A copy of the ISA/US PCT Search Report is submitted herewith. A search was also 
performed by the UK Patent Office. A copy of the UK Official Action is also enclosed. The 
claims in the counterparts are of similar scope to those of the present U.S. application. 

3. Of the references located in the searches described above, the following are 
deemed most relevant to the present application. Although these references have previously 
been made of record, as a courtesy, this paper is accompanied by duplicate copies of these 
documents. 

4. U.S. Patent 5,806,050 to Shinn et al., which shares a common inventor with 
the present application, relates to vocalizing trading data provided to traders by an anonymous 
trading system. Shinn et al. shows that trading information that is displayed to traders can 
also be vocalized. In Shinn et al., vocalization is provided that, for example, serves to 
highlight information in conjunction with and in addition to text and color data displayed on 

a trader's workstation display. Particular vocal inflections may be used to help identify what is 
being vocalized. See e.g., col. 3, lines 47-60. In Shinn et al., the vocalized data relates to the 
market in the selected currency pair. Thus, tables 1-7 show the types of data that are 
vocalized. These include the currency pair, the price, market broadcast messages such as 
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"bid" and "offered," system deals and price change messages and maker and taker specific 
messages. 

5. U.S. Patent 5,375,055 to Togher et al. does not appear in either the PCT or 
the UK search. However, it is referred to in the Shinn et al. reference and will be discussed 
briefly. Togher et al. relates generally to an anonymous trading system in which prices for 
bids and offers that are displayed on a trader's workstation have been prescreened for bilateral 
credit. That is, it is first determined whether sufficient bilateral credit exists between a 
potential counterparty and the trader before a potential bid/offer from the counterparty is 
displayed on the trader's screen. Togher et al. is only relevant to vocalization in that it 
mentions, at col. 10, lines 13-28, and in reference to table 1, that it would be possible to 
vocalize displayed price data. 

6. Only Shinn et al. was cited in the search report issued by the PCT ISA/US. 
Shinn et al. and two additional documents were cited in the UK Official Action. Those two 
additional documents will be briefly discussed as follows. 

7. Neither "Rule Enforcement Review of the Community Exchange, Inc. Division 
of the New York Mercantile Exchange," http:/www.cftc.gov/tm/tmcomexrer0799.htm, 
February 1, 2001, page 2, first paragraph, nor "Morningstar.com's Interactive Classroom - 
Course 102 - The Stock Exchanges," 

http:/news.morningstar.com/classroom2/printiesson.asp.MocID=2955&CN=COM, 2002 
Morning Star, section A, Floor and Branch order ticket reviews, paragraph 3, relate to 
vocalization of displayed data. Each appears to have been cited in the UK Official Action as 
teaching that traders and institutions may be allocated unique identifiers. 

8. The prior art, taken alone or in combination, does not teach or suggest, the 
unique combinations of elements recited in the independent claims. In addition to the 
currency pair information discussed above in relation to Shinn, the independent claims of the 
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present application adds to the vocalized currency pair information a vocalized identification 
of the trading floor at which the vocalized trading is announced. Thus, the trading floor 
identifier is unconnected to the vocalized trading data. The same trading data will be 
vocalized at many different trading floors but each of those trading floors will additionally 
vocalize their own unique identifier. Such identification is related to security rather than the 
trading data itself and, for example, makes a person not entitled to hear the vocalized data 
aware that he or she is not entitled to hear it. 

9. Specifically, as to independent claim 1, none of the abovementioned references, 
alone or in combination, teach or suggest the feature of the last three lines of the claim: 
"wherein a trading floor identifier unique to each trading floor is also announced to each 
trading floor", as recited in independent claim 1. 

10. Further, none of the abovementioned references teach or suggest the limitation: 
"and announcing at each trading floor an identifier unique to the trading floor", as recited in 
independent claim 11. 

1 1 . Moreover, none of the abovementioned references teach or suggest the 
limitation: "wherein an identifier unique to the institution or party to which the trading floor 
belongs is also announced to each trading floor", as recited in independent claim 20. 

12. Further, none of the abovementioned references teach or suggest the 
limitation: "and announcing an identifier unique to a trading floor, or the institution to 
which it belongs, at each trading floor", as recited in independent claim 27. 

13. Further, none of the abovementioned references teach or suggest the 
limitation: "the vocalisation unit further announcing an identifier unique to the trading floor 
of which the trader terminal is a part", as recited in independent claim 37. 
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14. Accordingly, applicants request that this Petition to Make Special be granted 
and the application undergo accelerated examination. 

15. Please charge our Credit Card in the amount of $130.00 covering the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(h) or (i). Credit Card Payment Form SB-2038 is enclosed. The 
Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, asserted to be filed or 
which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in this application by 
this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 50-2215. 

Dated: August 22, 2006 Respectfully submitted, 




Ragusa 
Registration No.: 38,586 
ICKSTEIN SHAPIRO LLP 
1177 Avenue of the Americas 
41st Floor 

New York, New York 10036-2714 
(212) 277-6500 
Attorney for Applicant 
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PTO/SB/17 (07-06) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2007. OMB 0651-0032 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT! OF COMMERCE 
Reduction Act of 1995, no person are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 



Effective on 12M&2004. 
Fees pursuant to the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005 (H.R. 4818). 

FEE TRANSMITTAL 

For FY 2005 



a 



Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1 .27 



TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT 



I ($) 



130.00 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Examiner Name 



Art Unit 



Attorney Docket No. 



1 0/781 ,703-Conf. #4196 



February 20, 2004 



Edward R. Howorka 



Not Yet Assigned 



3624 



E333 1.0629 



METHOD OF PAYMENT (check all that apply) 



Q Check [x] Credit Card j | Money Order |_^^ one | ^ Other (please identify): 

|~X~| Deposit Account Deposit Account Number: 50-2215 Deposit Account Name: Dickstein Shapiro LLP 



For the above-identified deposit account, the Director is hereby authorized to: (check all that apply) 
| | Charge fee(s) indicated below Q^j Charge fee(s) indicated below, except for the filing fee 

Charge any additional fee(s) or underpayment of Credit any overpayments 

' — l fee(s) under 37 CFR 1.16 and 1.17 1 — 1 



FEE CALCULATION 



1. BASIC FILING, SEARCH, AND EXAMINATION FEES 



Application Type 

Utility 

Design 

Plant 

Reissue 

Provisional 
2. EXCESS CLAIM FEES 
Fee Description 



Fee ($) 

300 
200 
200 
300 
200 



FILING FEES 

Small Entity 
Fee ($) 



150 
100 
100 
150 
100 



SEARCH FEES 
Small Entity 
Fee ($) 

250 



Fee (?) 

500 
100 
300 
500 
0 



EXAMINATION FEES 
Small Entity 
Fee ($) 

100 



50 
150 
250 
0 



Fee<$) 

200 
130 
160 
600 
0 



Fees Paid ($) 



65 
80 
300 
0 



Small Entity 
Fee ($) Fee ($) 



Each claim over 20 (including Reissues) 
Each independent claim over 3 (including Reissues) 
Multiple dependent claims 
Total Claims Extra Claims Fee ($) 



HP = highest number of total claims paid for, if greater than 20. 
Indep. Claims Extra Claims Fee ($) 



Fee Paid ($) 



Fee Paid ($) 



50 
200 
360 

Multiple Dependent Claims 
Fee ($) Fee Paid ($) 



25 
100 
180 



HP = highest number of independent claims paid for, if greater than 3. 

3. APPLICATION SIZE FEE ~~ 

If the specification and drawings exceed 1 00 sheets of paper (excluding electronically filed sequence or computer 
listings under 37 CFR 1 .52(e)), the application size fee due is $250 ($125 for small entity) for each additional 50 
sheets or fraction thereof See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR U6(s). 

Total Sheets Extra Sheets Number of each additional 50 or fraction thereof Fee ($1 Fee Paid ($) 

-100= /50 (round up to a whole number) x = 

4. OTHER FEE(S) 

Non-English Specification, $ 1 30 fee (no small entity discount) 

Other (e.g., late filing surcharge): 1464 Petitions to the Director not specifically ... 



Fees Paid ($> 



130.00 



SUBMITTED BY 




Signature 



Registration No. 
(Attorney/Agent) 



38,586 



Telephone (212)277-6584 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



MfiRSl 



To: 

STEPHEN A. SOFFEN 
DICKSTEIN SHAPIRO 
2101 L STREET NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 21 




PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT AND 
THE WRITTEN OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
SEARCHING AUTHORITY, OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCT Rule 44.1) 



ite of mailing 
[day/month/year) 



02 MAR AW 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
E333I0628-PC 



FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs I and 4 below 



International application No. 
PCT/US04/04795 



International filing date 

(day/month/year) 20 February 2004 (20.02.2004) 



Applicant 

ELECTRONIC BROKING SERVICES LIMITED 



□ 
□ 



The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority 
have been established and are transmitted herewith. 

Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally two months from the date of transmittal of the international 
search report. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO, 34 chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Facsimile No.: (41-22) 338.82.70. 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
Article 17(2)(a) to that effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmitted herewith. 

With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

I | the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the applicant's 

request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 
I | no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Reminders 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International 
Bureau. If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the international Bureau as provided in Rules 90bis.\ and 906/5.3, respectively, before the completion of the 
technical preparations for international publication. 

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority to the 
International Bureau. The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an international 
preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. These comments would also be made available to the public but not 
before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary 
examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority date 
(in some Offices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority date, perform the prescribed acts for 
entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed within 19 months. 
See the Annex to Form PCT/IB/30I and, for details about the applicable time limits, Office by Office, see the PCT Applicant's Guide, 
Volume II, National Chapters and the WIPO Internet site. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/ US 
Mail Stop PCT, Attn: ISA/US 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Facsimile No. (571)273-3201 



Gorized officer,* a* 1 

Rich Weisberger K 
Telephone No. 571-272-6753 



Form PCT/ISA/220 (January 2004) 



(See notes on accompanying sheet) 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
E33310628-PC 


FOR FURTHER 
ACTION 


see Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
(Form PCT/IS A/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 
below. 


International application No. 
PCT/US04/04795 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
20 February 2004 (20.02.2004) 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 
2 1 February 2003 (2 1 .02.2003) 


Applicant 

ELECTRONIC BROKING SERVICES LIMITED 



This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

Tnis inte rnatio nal search report consists of a total of [^/ sheets. 

1X1 It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1. Basis of the Report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
search was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished. 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

Unity of invention is tacking (See Box II). 
regard to the title, 

the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I 1 the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

2- □ 

3- □ 
4. With 



With regard to the abstract, 

1X1 the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I | the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 



|~| as suggested by the applicant. ^] None of the figures 

1 1 because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



Form PCT/IS A/2 10 (first sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


International application No. 




PPT A 1^04/04795 


A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 




IPC® : G06F 17/60 




US CL 705//37 




According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 


B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 705//37 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category * 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



US 5,806,050 A (Shinn et al) 8 Sept 1998 (08.09. 1998) 



1-37 



□ 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. 



□ 



See patent family annex. 



* Special categories of cited documents: 

*A" document defining the genera! state of the art which is not considered to be of 
particular relevance 

'E" earlier application or patent published on or after the international filing date 

l L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is cited to 
establish the publication date of another citation or other special reason (as 
specified) 

**0" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means 

P" document published prior to the international filing date but later than the 
priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the 
principle or theory underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
13 June 2005 (13.06.2005) 


Date of mailing of the intemationaisearch report 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 

Mail Stop PCT. Attn: ISA/US 
Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Boa 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 


Telephone No. 571 272 6753 ^ 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998) 



patent cooperation treaty 

From the 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 

STEPHEN A. SOFFEN 

DICKSTEIN SHAPIRO MORIN & OSHINSKY LLP 
2101 L STREET NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20037-1526 


PCT 

WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

\r\* 1 tvuie H jOlS. 1 ) 


Date of mailing ^ O MAD 0(1(1(1 
(day/month/year) *> YiXtKW CUUO 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
E33310628-PC 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 


International application No. International filing date (day/month/year) Priority date {day/month/year) 
PCT/US04/04795 20 February 2004 (20.02.2004) 21 February 2003 (21 .02.2003) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
IPC®: G06F 17/60 and US CI.: 705//37 


Applicant 

ELECTRONIC BROKING SERVICES LIMITED 



I. This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. II 


□ 


Box No. Ill 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 436«.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an 
Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66Abis(b) 
that written opinions of this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the 
IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing 
of Form PCT/IS A/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/IS A/220. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/1SA/220. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/ US 
Mail Stop PCT, Attn: ISA/US 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 



Authorized officer w A ( 

Telephone No. 571 272 6753 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/US04/04795 



Box No. I Basis of this opinion 



1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it 
was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

□ 

This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 



\ — — — w » •» uvriik w uiigiiwi uuiguagc uuu ujc luuuwiiig language 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of 

a. type of material 

□ 

a sequence listing 

tablets) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

in written format 
in computer readable form 

c time of filing/furnishing 

contained in international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 



3. CD In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been filed 
or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the 
application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 



4. Additional comments: 





International application No. 


WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 


PCT/US04/04795 


INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 





Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 6is.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



I. Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims U37 YES 

Claims NONE NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims KJ7 YES 

Claims NONE _NO 

Industrial applicability (I A) Claims U37 . YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Claims 1-37 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(3), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest trading system with 
audibly announcement features. 

Claims 1-37 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus have industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed can 
be made or used in industry. 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 (continued) 



The letter must indicate the differences between the claims as filed and the claims as amended. It must, in 
particular, indicate, in connection with each claim appearing in the international application (it being understood 
that identical indications concerning several claims may be grouped), whether 

(i) the claim is unchanged; 

(ii) the claim is cancelled; 

(iii) the claim is new, 

(iv) the claim replaces one or more claims as filed; 

(v) the claim is the result of the division of a claim as filed. 

The following examples illustrate the manner in which amendments must be explained in the accompanying 
letter: 

1 . [Where originally there were 48 claims and after amendment of some claims there are 5 1 J: 
"Claims I to 29, 3 1. 32, 34, 35, 37 to 48 replaced by amended claims bearing the same numbers; 
claims 30, 33 and 36 unchanged; new claims 49 to 5 1 added." 

2. [Where originally there were 1 5 claims and after amendment of all claims there are 1 1 ): 
"Claims 1 to 15 replaced by amended claims 1 to 1 1." 

3. [Where originally there were 14 claims and the amendments consist in cancelling some claims and in adding 
new claims): 

"Claims 1 to 6 and 14 unchanged; claims 7 to 13 cancelled; new claims 15, 16 and 17 added, or 
"Claims 7 to 13 cancelled; new claims 15. 16 and 17 added; all other claims unchanged" 

4. [Where various kinds of amendments are made): 

"Claims I- 10 unchanged; claims 1 1 to 13, 18 and 19 cancelled; claims 14, 15 and 16 replaced by amended 
claim 14; claim 17 subdivided into amended claims 15, 16 and 17; new claims 20 and 21 added " 

"Statement under Article 19(1)" (Rule 46.4) 

The amendments may be accompanied by a statement explaining the amendments and indicating any impact that 
such amendments might have on the description and the drawings (which cannot be amended under Article 19(1)). 
The statement will be published with the international application and the amended claims. 
It must be in the language in which the international application is to be published. 
It must be brief, not exceeding 500 words if in English or if translated into English. 

It should not be confused with and does not replace the letter indicating the differences between the claims as filed 
and as amended. It must be filed on a separate sheet and must be identified as such by a heading, preferably by 
using the words "Statement under Article 19( I )." 

It may not contain any disparaging comments on the international search report or the relevance of citations 
contained in that report. Reference to citations, relevant to a given claim, contained in the international search 
report may be made only in connection with an amendment of that claim. 

Consequence if a demand for international preliminary examination has already been filed 

If at the time of filing any amendments and any accompanying statement, under Article 19, a demand for 
international preliminary examination has already been submitted, the applicant must preferably, at the time of 
filing the amendments (and any statement) with the International Bureau, also file with the International 
Preliminary Examining Authority a copy of such amendments (and of any statement) and, where required, a 
translation of such amendments for the procedure before that Authority (see Rules 55.3(a) and 62.2. first 
sentence). For further information, see the Notes to the demand form (PCT/I PEA/40 1 ). 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, the written opinion of the International Searching 
Authority will except in certain cases where the International Preliminary Examining Authority did not act as 
International Searching Authority and where it has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66.IA£s(b), be 
considered to be a written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority. If a demand is made the 
applicant may submit to the International Preliminary Examining Authority a reply to the written opinion together, 
where appropriate, with amendments before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing of Form 
PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later (Rule 43bis. 1(c)). 

Consequence with regard to translation of the international application for entry into the national phase 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that, upon entry into the national phase, a translation of the claims as 
amended under Article 19 may have to be furnished to the designated/elected Offices, instead of, or in addition to, 
the translation of the claims as filed. 

For further details on the requirements of each designated/elected Office, see the PCT Applicant's Gxiide % 
Volume II. 
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/1SA/220 



These Notes are intended to give the basic instructions concerning the filing of amendments under Article 19. The 
Notes arc based on the requirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrati ve Instructions 
under that Treaty, in case of discrepancy between these Notes and those requirements, the latter are applicable. For more 
detailed information, see also the PCT Applicant 's Guide, a publication of WIPO. 

In these Notes, "Article," "Rule" and "Section" refer to the provisions of the PCT. the PCT Regulations and the PCT 
Administrative Instructions, respectively. 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

The applicant has after having received the international search report and the written opinion of the International 
Searching Authority, one opportunity to amend the claims of the international application. It should however be emphasized 
that, since all parts of the international application (claims, description and drawings) may be amended dunng the 
international preliminary examination procedure, there is usually no need to file amendments of the claims under Article IV 
except where, e.g. the applicant wants the latter to be published for the purposes of provisional protection or has another 
reason for amending the claims before international publication. Furthermore, it should be emphasized that provisional 
protection is available in some States only (see PCT Applicant 's Guide. Volume I/A. Annexes Bl and B2). 

The attention of the applicant is drawn to the fact that amendments to the claims under Article 19 are not allowed where 
the International Searching Authority has declared, under Article 17(2). that no international search report would be 
established (see PCT Applicant's Guide, Volume I/A, paragraph 296). 

What parts of the international application may be amended ? 
Under Article 19, only the claims may be amended. 

During the international phase, the claims may also be amended (or further amended) under Article 34 before the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority. The description and drawings may only be amended under 
Article 34 before the International Preliminary Examining Authority. 

Upon entry into the national phase, all parts of the international application may be amended under Article 28 or. 
where applicable. Article 4 1. 

When ? Within 2 months from the date of transmittal of the international search report or 16 months from the priority date, 
whichever time limit expires later. It should be noted, however, that the amendments will be considered as having 
been received on time if they are received by the International Bureau after the expiration of the applicable time 
limit but before the completion of the technical preparations for international publication (Rule 46.1). 

Where not to file the amendments ? 

The amendments may only be filed with the International Bureau and not with the receiving Office or the 
International Searching Authority (Rule 46.2). 

Where a demand for international preliminary examination has been/is filed, see below. 

How ? Either by cancelling one or more entire claims, by adding one or more new claims or by amending the text of one 
or more of the claims as filed. 

A replacement sheet must be submitted for each sheet of the claims which, on account of an amendment or 
amendments, differs from the sheet originally filed. 

All the claims appearing on a replacement sheet must be numbered in Arabic numerals. Where a claim is 
cancelled, no renumbering of the other claims is required. In all cases where claims are renumbered, they must be 
renumbered consecutively (Section 205(b)). 

The amendments must be made in the language in which the international application is to be published. 

What documents must/may accompany the amendments ? 
Letter (Section 205(b)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter. 

The letter will not be published with the international application and the amended claims. It; should not be 
confused with the "Statement under Article 19(1)" (see below, under "Statement under Article 19(1) ). 
The letter must be in English or French, at the choice of the applicant. However, if the language of the 
international application is English, the letter must be in English; if the language of the international 
application is French, the letter must be in French. 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 

STEPHEN A. SOFFEN 

DICKSTEIN SHAPIRO MORIN & OSHINSKY LLP 
2101 L STREET NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20037-1526 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT AND 
THE WRITTEN OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
SEARCHING AUTHORITY, OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCT Rule 44. 1) 





Date of mailing 
(day/month/year) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
E33310628-PC 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 


International application No. 
PCT/US04/04795 


International filing date 

(day/monihfyear) 20 February 2004 (20.02.2004) 


Applicant 

ELECTRONIC BROKING SERVICES LIMIT 



The applicant is here* 
have been establishes . 

Filing of amendments am. 
The applicant is entitled, if he . 

When? The time limit for filin 
search reporL 



' search report and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority 

linr of the international application (see Rule 46): 
its i:. non.if !*v two months from the dVte of transmittal of the international 



□ 
□ 



Where? Directly to the International 3ut sau of WIPO, 34 chemin des Co' ombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Facsimile No.: (41-22) . *8.82.70. 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 



The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
Article I7(2)(a) to that effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmitted herewith. 

With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the applicant's 
request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 
I I no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

Reminders 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the international 
Bureau. If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 9QbisA and 90£is.3, respectively, before the completion of the 
technical preparations for international publication. 

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority to the 
International Bureau. The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an international 
preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. These comments would also be made available to the public but not 
before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary 
examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority date 
(in some Offices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority date, perform the prescribed acts for 
entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed within 19 months. 

See the Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 and, for details about the applicable time limits, Office by Office, see the PCT Applicant's Guide, 
Volume J I, National Chapters and the WIPO Internet site. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/ US 
Mail Stop PCT, Attn: ISA/US 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450 
Facsimile No. (571 ) 273-3201 



tthorized officer-^ aa 1 



Rich Weisberger 
Telephone No. 571-272-6753 
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Your ref : P/45276.GB01/PADL Examiner : Mr Jim Calvert 

Application No: GB0515696.3 Tel : 01633 814748 

Applicant : EBS Group Limited Date of report : 10 March 2006 



Latest date for reply: 



10 July 2006 



Patents Act 1977 

Examination Report under Section 18(3) 
Basis of the examination 



Page 1/2 



1 . I have examined your application in the form that it was printed by WIPO when it 
was in the international phase. 

Inventive step 

2. The invention as defined in claims 1,11,20,27,37 is obvious in view of what has 
already been disclosed in the following documents: 

US5806050 A (SHINN) Referred to on page 1 of your specification 

Rule enforcement review of the commodity exchange,inc. division of the New 
York Mercantile Exchange 

http://wwwxftc.gov/tm/tmcomexrer0799.htm February 1st 2001, see page 2, 1st 
para.. 

Morningstar. corn's Interactive Classroom - Course 102 - The Stock Exchanges 
htft)://news.momingstar.com/classroom2/printlesson.asp?docId=2955&CN=COM 
2002 Morning Star, section A, Floor and Branch order ticket reviews, para. 3 



3. The invention relates to vocalisation of trading data. I consider that the skilled 
addressee would be a designer of trading systems. 

4. The purported inventive step relates to announcement of an identifier unique to 
either a trading floor or an institution. 

5. Any designer of trading systems would be familiar with how conventional trading 
operates and that trading floors, traders and institutions are allocated unique identifiers, as 
evidenced by the internet documents cited above. It would therefore be obvious for the 
designer of a trading system to include announcement of an identifier to avoid illicit 
communication of data. 
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Your ref : 
Application No : 



P/45276.GB01/PADL 
GB05 15696.3 



Date of report: 10 March 2006 
Page 2 / 2 



[Examination Report contd.] 

Excluded Inventions 

6. Following the recent High Court decision in CFPH LLC's Application [2005] 
EWHC 1589 Pat and the subsequent practice notice, "Patents Act 1977: Examining for 
Patentability" issued by the Patent Office, I will follow a two-step test as regards 
exclusion: - 

(1) Identify what is the advance in the art that is said to be new and not obvious 
(and susceptible of industrial application). 

(2) Determine whether it is both new and not obvious (and susceptible of 
industrial application under the description of an "invention" in the sense of 
Article 52 of the European Patent Convention). 

7. The advance is the announcement of an identifier unique to either the trading floor 
or the institution. I have dealt with the question of obviousness is paragraphs 2 to 5 above. 

8. As far as being susceptible of industrial application under the description of an 
"invention" in the sense of Article 52 of the European Patent Convention, I consider that 
the advance is not so, and is therefore contrary to Section l(2)(c) of the Patents Act. This is 
because the advance relates to a business method as the step of announcing the identifier is 
defined in terms of a trading floor or an institution. 

9. I also consider that the announcement of the identifier is presentation of information 
contrary to Section l(2)(d) as it is distinguished by information presented to the trader. 



10 These considerations appear to apply equally to all of the independent claims 
1,11,20,27 and 37. 



11. Claim 1 states that "at least a portion of the data is audibly announced" but when 
subsequently referring to the announcement of the identifier it merely states that the 
identifier is announced, i.e. not necessarily audibly. If it is intended that the identifier is 
announced audibly then this should be explicitly stated to make it precisely clear what the 
purported inventive advance is. 
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FOREIGNS 



REGISTERS 



A.F.S. TRANS 



A.F.S. NON 



EBS Group Limite F QST GR/ ^ 
c/o Reddie & Grose 
16 Theobalds Road 
LONDON 
WC1X 8PL 



TERM: 



INITIAL 



CHECK 



Your Reference: P/45276.GB01/PADL 
Application No: GB0515696.3 

10 March 2006 



RECEIVED 
13 MAR 2006 



The Patent Office 
Patents Directorate 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road, Newport 
South Wales , NP10 8QQ 

Examiner: 01633 814748 
'E-Mail: jim.calvert@patent.gov.uk 
Switchboard: 01633 814000 
Fax: 01633 814444 
Minicom: 08459 222250 
DX: 722540/41 Cleppa Park 3 
http://www.patent.gov.uk 



Dear Sirs 



Patents Act 1977: Examination Report under Section 18(3) 



Latest date for reply: 



10 July 2006 



I enclose two copies of my examination report and a copy of the new citations. As the 
International Search Report has not yet been issued I have carried out a full search and I 
also enclose a search report in this respect. 

As agreed with your agent in the telephone conversation of 8 th March 2006, the full search 
fee of £100 is due, the International Search Report not yet having been issued, as opposed 
to the lower fee of £80 already paid. 

By the above date you should either file amendments to meet the objections in the enclosed 
report or make observations on them. If you do not, the application may be refused. 



Your s faithfully 




Mr Jim Calvert 
Examiner 



•Use of E-mail: Please note that e-mail should be used for correspondence only. 



ft 



Office 



Application No: 
Claims searched: 



GB0515696.3 
1, 11, 20, 27, 37 



Examiner: 
Date of search: 



Mr Jim Calvert 
9 March 2006 



Patents Act 1977: Search Report under Section 17 
Documents considered to be relevant: 



Category 


Relevant 
to claims 


Identity of document and passage or figure of particular relevance 


Y 


1, 11,20, 


US5806050 A 




27, 37 


(SHINN) Referred to on page 1 of the specification 


Y 


1, 11,20, 


Rule enforcement review of the commodity exchange, inc. division of 




27, 37 


the New York Mercantile Exchange 






<http://www.cftc.gov/tm/tmcomexrer0799.htm> February 1st 2001, see 






page 2, 1st para.. 


Y 


1, 11,20, 


Morningstar.com' s Interactive Classroom - Course 102 - The Stock 




27, 37 


Exchanges 






<http://news.morningstar.com/classroom2/printlesson.asp?docId=2955& 






CN=COM> 2002 Morning Star, section A Floor and Branch order ticket 
reviews, para. 3 



Categories: 



X Document indicating lack of novelty or inventive A Document indicating technological background and/or state 



step 

Y Document indicating lack of inventive step if 
combined with one or more other documents of 
same category. 

& Member of the same patent family 



of the art. 

P Document published on or after the declared priority date 
but before the filing date of this invention. 

E Patent document published on or after, but with priority date 
earlier than, the filing date of this application. 



Field of Search: 

Search of GB, EP, WO & US patent documents classified in the following areas of the UKC X : 



Worldwide search of patent documents classified in the following areas of the IPC 



G06Q; H04L 



The following online and other databases have been used in the preparation of this search report 
WPI, EPODOC, Internet 
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Morningstar Investing Classroom 
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Morningstar. corn's Interactive Classroom 
Course 102 

The Stock Exchanges 
Introduction 

When a company decides to issue stock to raise capital, one of the 
most important things it has to decide is where that stock wilt be 
traded. Most stocks are traded on exchanges, which are places where 
buyers and sellers get together and decide on a price. Some 
exchanges are physical locations, where buyers and sellers make 
their transactions on a trading floor; others are virtual locations, 
consisting of a network of computers. Each of the exchanges is 
different, and all have evolved over the years. 

The New York Stock Exchange 

The oldest and most prestigious exchange in the United States (or 
indeed in the world) is the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE, also 
known as the "Big Board"), at Broad and Wall Streets near the 
southern tip of Manhattan. The NYSE traces its beginnings to 1792, 
when 24 brokers, under a buttonwood tree on Wall Street, signed an 
agreement to trade securities on a commission basis. One of the first 
two stocks listed on the NYSE was the Bank of New York BK, which is 
still traded there. In 1817 the Exchange wrote its first constitution, 
and in 1903 it moved into its present home at 18 Broad Street. 

Trading on the New York Stock Exchange is done on a large trading 
floor. Orders to buy and sell specific stocks come into brokerage 
firms that are members of the Exchange, and these firms transmit 
the orders to floor brokers. A floor broker goes to a designated place 
on the floor where a specific stock trades (known as a trading post) 
and executes the order with another broker who specializes in 
trading that stock. Prices are determined through supply and 
demand. Once the deal is made, the price and amount are 
transmitted back to the brokerage firm, which then notifies the 
person who placed the order. 

In order to be listed on the New York Stock Exchange, a company has 
to meet a rigorous set of standards. Among those standards, its stock 
has to be worth at least $60 million and the company has to have had 
at least $2 million in earnings for each of the past two years. There 
are also cash flow requirements and standards involving minimum 
number of shareholders and shareholder rights. Companies that 
cannot meet all the standards can be admitted on a case-by-case 
basis, but they generally have to be substantially bigger and more 
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Even with all this, a company still has to get the stamp of approval of 
the Exchange, which wants to ensure that the companies it lists are 
stable. Once it gets approval, the company is assigned a ticker 
symbol of one to three letters, which is used as its unique identifier 
in making trades. 

Nasdaq 

Until recently, all of the biggest public companies in the United 
States were listed on the NYSE, and only second-tier companies 
traded elsewhere. Now, however, many of the largest companies in 
the U.S. trade on Nasdaq (National Association of Securities Dealers 
Automated Quotation system), an entirely computer-based system, 
which has become a serious rival to the New York Stock Exchange. 

Nasdaq developed out of a network of brokers linked by telephone, 
which was formalized and linked by computer in 1971 . Trading of 
Nasdaq stocks is done through brokerage firms, much as in the NYSE, 
but there is no trading floor. Instead, orders are sent out over a 
distributed network of thousands of computers, where "market 
makers" give the prices at which they are willing to buy and sell any 
specific stock. Once a price is agreed upon, the order is completed 
electronically. The number of shares traded on Nasdaq is now 
routinely higher than the number traded on the NYSE, which makes 
sense because Nasdaq has more stocks listed. 

There are actually two levels of Nasdaq. The more prestigious of 
these is the Nasdaq National Market, with around 4,000 stocks. In 
order to be listed here, companies have to meet listing requirements 
that are similar to those for the NYSE; in fact, more than a quarter of 
the Nasdaq National Market stocks would qualify for listing on the 
NYSE but choose to trade on Nasdaq instead. These stocks include 
such big technology names as Microsoft MSFT, Intel INTC, and Cisco 
CSCO. 

In addition, there's the Nasdaq SmallCap Market, containing about a 
third as many stocks as the National Market. As the name implies, 
this market is for stocks of companies that aren't big enough to meet 
the listing requirements of the major Nasdaq market, but that still 
want the prestige and liquidity of trading on a regulated market. 

The American Stock Exchange 

The third-biggest national stock exchange is the American Stock 
Exchange, or Amex. Until the 1950s, it was known as the "Curb 
Exchange," because it originated with brokers meeting on the curb 
outside the New York Stock Exchange to trade stocks that didn't 
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qualify for the Big Board. Those days are long gone, as Amex now has 
a trading floor located just up the street from the NYSE, and trading 
at the two places is done in much the same way. In 1998, the 
National Association of Securities Dealers, the parent of Nasdaq, 
bought Amex and combined the two markets into the Nasdaq-Amex 
Market Group. 

The role of Amex has changed over the years. It used to be a major 
alternative to the NYSE for large U.S. stocks, but Nasdaq now fills 
that role, and the stocks currently trading on Amex are virtually all 
small- and mid-cap in size. Most of the trading on Amex these days is 
in options and other derivatives, whose value depends on the price of 
some security or index of securities. Since derivatives have become 
very popular, they have helped Amex to continue thriving. 

Regional Exchanges 

In addition to the national stock exchanges, there are four regional 
exchanges: The Boston Stock Exchange, the Chicago Stock Exchange, 
the Pacific Exchange (in San Francisco and Los Angeles), and the 
Philadelphia Stock Exchange. There's also the Cincinnati Stock 
Exchange, which, despite its name, is a purely electronic market 
(like Nasdaq) with its headquarters in Chicago. 

These regional exchanges started as places for trading the stocks of 
local companies, which didn't want to, or couldn't afford to, be 
listed on a national exchange. Some such stocks still trade on these 
exchanges, but the majority of the activity is now in nationally listed 
stocks, which also trade on one of the major national markets. The 
Chicago, Pacific, and Philadelphia Stock Exchanges have also 
followed Amex in becoming major centers for the trading of options 
and derivatives. 

Over-the-Counter (OTC) Stocks 

Thousands of stocks not listed on the NYSE, Nasdaq, or Amex are 
traded on the over-the-counter (OTC) market. This term used to 
include Nasdaq stocks, since they are not traded on an exchange with 
a physical trading floor, but now it's used almost exclusively for 
small or marginal companies that don't meet the listing requirements 
of any of the regulated markets, including Nasdaq. These stocks are 
sometimes called "pink sheet" stocks, a term left over from the days 
when lists of over-the-counter stocks were printed on pink paper. 

Since they are so small and often financially questionable, OTC 
stocks tend to be risky and to trade infrequently. However, the very 
fact that they are so thinly traded means that the chance of finding a 
bargain price is greater than in stocks traded on an organized 
market; thus some people like to buy OTC stocks in the hopes of 
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w * making quick gains. This is made easier by the fact that the share 
prices of most OTC stocks are low, often under $1.00, but it's made 
harder by the fact that information on these stocks is hard to come 
by and often unreliable. Trading in OTC stocks is a lot like gambling, 
and it is not something we recommend for beginners. 

Quiz 102 

There is only one correct answer to each question. 



1 Which of the following is a major difference between the New 
York Stock Exchange (NYSE) and Nasdaq? 

a. Stocks of all the largest companies are traded on the NYSE. 

b. The NYSE, unlike Nasdaq, has a physical trading floor. 

c. Only stocks which don't qualify for listing on the NYSE trade on 
Nasdaq. 

2 Which of the following is not a requirement for a company to be 
listed on the New York Stock Exchange? 

a. Its stock has to be worth at least $60 million. 

b. It has to have had at least $2 million in profits the previous 
two years. 

c. It has to have been in existence for at least five years. 

3 Currently, the American Stock Exchange (Amex) is: 

a. The major alternative to the New York Stock Exchange for 
large-cap stocks. 

b. A major center for trading options and other derivatives. 

c. A completely computer-based exchange with no trading floor. 

4 Which of the following is not a characteristic of OTC stocks? 

a. They are traded on their own separate trading floor. 

b. They tend to be smaller companies that can't meet the listing 
requirements of the major exchanges. 

c. Information about them is hard to find and unreliable. 

5 Trading at the New York Stock Exchange is completed: 

a. On a trading floor with prices dictated by supply and demand. 

b. Entirely over a network of computers scattered across the 
country. 

c. By secret ballot. 

To take the quiz and win credits toward Morningstar Rewards go to 
the quiz page, 

<5> Copyright 2002 Morningstar, Inc. AU rights reserved. 
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